
It feels that for the last few years at the start of every new season there is one topic that seems to have 

dominated the off season, the weather.  Yet again, as in last year, conditions leading up to the start of the 
season are causing us to look around and consider the impact of record weather patterns, and what it 
could mean for the season ahead.  At the time of this newsletter going to print we are confident that we 
will be ready to receive you on the 1st May, albeit possibly with you needing to be in your wellington 

boots.  

 
None of us should be surprised to learn that this winter has seen record rainfall, many of us have witnessed first hand the 
continuous rain storms, and the impact of flooding.  We have seen recently published Environment Agency water situation 

reports that confirm that January and February this year had the highest rainfall on record in our region since 1910, and the 
highest winter rainfall since 1930.   The storms have caused significant tree, bridge and path damage across the fishery, that 

has kept our Water Keeper Rob Starr extremely busy.  
 

Today water levels remain high,  but are comfortably within the banks.  The river Dun is running clear, with good weed 
growth on Freeman’s Marsh.  The river Kennet has the usual spring time algae bloom which gives the water a slightly 
opaque appearance but this will soon clear.  Weed growth is erratic with some areas ahead of normal, and some a little 

late.  However in general the river is in fine fettle and sporting prospects appear favourable. 

 
We are pleased to provide you with a copy of the 2014 Fishery Booklet, please take the time to review the general 
information and rules, and following your visits please ensure you update the catch return book, located on the river bank, 

through the gate at the fishery car park.   

Peter Joseph, Hon. Fishery Manager  

 

 Access to the Drafts 
Due to the re-instatement works that have been undertaken at Eddington Lake, please use the central 

path between the north side of the lake and the Kennet River to access the Draughts.    

 

DO NOT attempt to walk around the south arm of the lake as your way is blocked by deep mud.   

 
Remember, the stretch of the Kennet parallel to the lake is not part of the Hungerford Fishery, 

however please respect fishermen who may be fishing there. 

 

 Dogs 
As per the rules we do allow our fishermen to bring dogs onto the fishery, but under sufferance.  We 

would prefer it if you did not.  As you know we ask for dogs to be kept under strict control, and this 
cannot be easily achieved if you are fishing.  Once again this request is in respect of other fishermen. 

After the long extremely wet winter before the start of the 2013 season, it was a relief  to find that 
Rob Starr had managed to prepare the river to his normal standard.  
 

The start of the season was rather disappointing since May turned out to be coldest since 1996 
with an average temperature of only 9.5 degrees. In addition the rainfall during the month was 
122% of the national average. The unsurprising result of this was that there were far fewer visits 
by rods to the river than usual. Given the wet cold conditions the hatch of the terrestrial Hawthorn 
Fly (Bibio Marci) was less prolific than sometimes, but it should not be forgotten that a typical 
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Hawthorn hatch starts before the season opens and is normally finished by Mid May.  
 
Fish catches were fairly slow early in the season, which could be explained by the low water 
temperature caused by the heavy winter flows from the cool aquifers rather than the ambient 
temperature.  
 

Freeman's Marsh fished particularly well in May as there were prolific hatches of medium Olives, and it was notable to 
see that it was far quieter for fishing on The Marsh than it used to be due to new regulations on the walking of dogs.  With 
Freeman’s Marsh being a SSSI and a natural bird nesting habitat, dog walkers are no longer allowed to walk their dogs 
off the lead until after 1st July to protect the birds during the nesting season.  All said and done, fishing on the Marsh was 
challenging, yet interesting due to the prevalent number of wild trout. 

 

During May the weather improved and the rods and fish started to reappear simultaneously. The 
former encouraged by the warmth and the latter by the May Fly. The May Fly were as prolific as 
ever and continued to dribble off the Dun until as late as June 24th, despite strong winds. The 
fact that the hatch on the Dun continued for longer than the Kennet is probably due to the water 
temperature of the Dun being as much 4 degrees colder than the Kennet as the source of the 
Dun is much closer than the Kennet.   Overall the May returns revealed that the majority of fish 

caught were free rising wild browns, and one can expect these were taken from beats offering shallow water conditions. 
 
The Ranunculus grew strongly throughout the fishery thanks to the high winter flows. More fish were to be seen in Lower 
Meadow by those who looked closely, as the strong growth of Ranunculus was providing cover from the regularly 
occurring sunshine.  The Dun however appeared somewhat bereft of Starwort which had suffered badly over the winter. 
The benefit of this came later in the season as the Starwort was still actively growing during August and September. 
 

The hot summer months of July and August were very challenging due to the unremitting 
sunshine. As a fishery we are however very lucky to have as many shady corners as we do 
especially when compared with some of the neighbouring fisheries.  September was a 
fantastic month for fishing, with warm weather, crystal clear waters and although fish could 
still be caught on the nymph, the dry-fly once again became dominant with fresher conditions 
encouraging fish to rise more freely.   
 

Fortunately there was little of note to report on either the poaching or vermin fronts last season. Rob caught the odd mink 
as usual and whilst the otters are still around they do not seem to have increased in number. As always if you do happen 
to spot anyone suspicious do please give Rob a ring on his mobile without approaching them and note any vehicles that 
may be associated with poaching. 
 
By the end of the season records show that we had record numbers of reported catch returns in our book, so thank you 
once again for your support. 
 

 

 

One of the biggest challenges to our natural habitats is the close proximity it has to industry and transportation, as we 
know it is vital that emissions are controlled and we manage the impact of potential pollution wherever possible.  In 

the main, companies and authorities have policies and procedures in place to deal with emissions and pollutants, and 
importantly penalties exist for those that choose to ignore the rules.  But sometimes pollution can be accidental, take 
petrol and oil that is often to be found on roads and other dangerous materials, when storm water is prevalent, these 

liquids and materials can easily run off into our waterways and cause a pollution incident.   
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Whether taking a well earned rest in the fishing hut, or waiting for a rise on a bench by the waterside, it 
can be most relaxing to read a few chapters of a good book.  It was recently brought to my attention that 

a new book covered some of the early history of the Hungerford Fishery, and so took some time to read 
it.  The book titled “The History of the Wilton Fly Fishing Club” published by The Medlar Press covers the 
start of the club when it was formed in Hungerford as the Hungerford Fly Fishing Club in 1876, before 

relocating to Wilton in 1890.   The book provides insight into the ownership, the membership, the 
management and relationship with the Trustees of the Town and Manor of Hungerford.  Interestingly, the 

basis of the rules established then, in the most remain the same for today’s use by our members.  Although 
the book only focuses on Hungerford in the initial chapters, we feel that it’s a fascinating read and we 

recommend it to you. It is available to purchase from The Medlar Press website www.medlarpress.com. 

Read while you wait... 
 

When parties work together…. 



Bank Improvements 

Rob Starr has been busy once again this off-season, and we had a number of significant projects planned to improve 

the fishing conditions for our members, in two locations we have done significant bank reinstatement work but for 
different reasons. 

Upstream of the black hut 

Many years ago the banks were reinforced with old pieces of metal pipework and 

corrugated sheeting, and in-filled with bricks, in today’s standards not environmentally 
friendly and a detriment to the development of natural habitats.  In addition as natural 
erosion has occurred these materials have become more exposed and left gaps which 

are a risk to health and safety and could cause serious injury. 

Our aim with the work was to improve the bank for our members, providing safe conditions 

for casting and landing fish, and providing improved natural habitats for water vole, and other 
animals.  The project was given Environment Agency approval and work commenced in late 
2013.  The result is that we now have more natural banks made up of chestnut stakes, hazel 

faggots and in-filled with locally sourced “as dug gravel”.   This work was completed before 
the heavy storms started and we found that with the heavy rain much of the top soil was 
washed away, however on the upside, the banks are now well compacted, providing a more 

stable bank.    It is clear that with the heavy rain, we have been delayed again in finishing the 
work, but we have managed to add further topsoil, and hope that with a little more rainfall, 

they will have grassed over for the start of the season.   

So in summary, the bank is stable and we are simply waiting on the growth of the grass. 

Downstream of the Sunday Gate 

For those of you who fish the river downstream of the Sunday gate, 

or try to gain access through to Dun Mill Bridge via the Fish Farm you 
will be aware of the challenges often faced when the river is high, the 
area has had a tendency to flood, and the banks have often become un

-navigable.   The land belongs to our neighbour, we have managed to 
undertake some significant work with his support to try and improve 
the conditions for all parties.  Efforts have been taken to reduce the 

foliage, provide a better bank and improve the water flow through the 
area, and whilst the bank may take a while to settle, we are confident 

that it will be a big improvement going forward.  

In summary the area downstream of the Sunday gate was underwater until mid April and is therefore 
acutely soft.  Until this bank has had time to dry out we are asking you to keep off it.  Please help us 

and do not walk through the fish farm land until after the 1st June 2014. 
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One such area of concern was in the village of Eddington, outside Hungerford, where work 

was undertaken to re-route storm water from 27 gullies which were draining into the river 
Kennet and Harvey's Stream.  Both the water courses and the adjacent water meadows are 
designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest and within a Special Area of Conservation, but for 

years have suffered from dirty water running off the road into the protected chalk streams.  

 
The solution was to add oil interceptors on the main Bath Road, and new pipework to divert 

water into new drainage ditches, where pollutants can dissipate without entering a watercourse.   
 

To achieve the changes, The Town and Manor of Hungerford, led by Trustee and Secretary, Robert James brought to-
gether a number of groups to agree to the changes, and to contribute to the cost.  The team included the highways 
divisions of West Berkshire Council, the Environment Agency, Natural England and Action for the River Kennet.    This 

project was a great example of how a group of people can work together to solve a problem. This project is a lesson 
for other areas where ancient highways have historic highway rights to allow discharge of drainage water into rivers, 

and how changes can be made for the good of the environment with the support of authorities and interested parties.   
 

Congratulations to all those who helped make this happen. 



 
   

  
 

 

Wild Brown Trout 

There is no one easy way to identify a wild fish, but looking at the tail is a good 
starting point.   A Wild Brown Trout in good condition will always have a good 
shape to it, with straight lines and sharp points, at the corners of the tail fin.  A 
stocked brown trout will be less defined and have rounded corners.  When it 
comes to smaller wild brown trout they will often have distinctive white edges to 
the Pectal and Anal fins. 
 
Please note that our stocked fish start at 1.5lb, so any fish caught at a lower 
weight will probably be wild brown. 
 
 

So we hope that you have a fantastic season in 2014, and that we have some great 

conditions, and fabulous days with us.  Rob Starr and I look forward to seeing you 
during the season, and welcome any feedback at any time.  Please let us know if we 

can be of any assistance.                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     Peter Joseph 

Honorary Fishery Manager 

Keeping a record 
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We really appreciate the efforts from all of you for completing the catch re-

turn book in 2013, I ask once again for your support this season.  As a remind-

er it helps us in the day to day management of the rivers, and beats, and where 

possible help us to make improvements to the fishery.  This year it would be a 

great help to know about all visits including those where you have been unfor-

tunate and not taken a catch.  Also, please could you continue to help us iden-

tify catches of wild brown trout, as we continue to monitor the growth of the 

Wild Brown Trout population.  For those of you not familiar with the identifi-

cation process let me remind you of the differences between the Wild Brown 

and stocked brown. 

Wild Brown 

Stocked Brown 

As a fisherman on our rivers you may not be that familiar with other aspects of the history and natural habitats of Hunger-

ford’s Common Port Down and Freeman’s Marsh.  As a charity, the Town and Manor of Hungerford lay on a number of educa-
tion sessions every year, please find details of some of them below.   

 
In addition to these listed events we are also planning many others, a full listing of all events available now and in the future 

can be found on the Events page of the Town and Manor website: http://www.hungerford.uk.net/  Please feel free to update 
your friends and family.   

 
Numbers are limited so please contact 07932 322163 to reserve your place on one of the trips. 

Hungerford Free Walks and Talks 2014 


