
2012 was unforgettable for many reasons, not least the Olympics, Paralympics, and the Queen’s Jubilee, 
but looking back over the last 12 months, the weather has also had it’s fair share of media coverage.  On re
-reading last year’s pre-season newsletter, I was reminded just how heavily laden it was with tales of doom 
and gloom in view of the prospect of a season when both exceptionally  low flows and low water levels 
seemed inevitable. It was, after all, only in March of last year that a swan was seen wandering down the 
middle of the river just upstream of the Wine Cellar bridge, and the fear of many fishermen that our fishery 
would not have enough water for the forthcoming season.  So imagine the relief we all felt when the rains 
came, just in time.   

Overall based on feedback I picked up last year it appeared that you all had a really good season 
in 2012, albeit interspersed with many days of rainfall. The Hawthorn hatch was better than we 
have seen for many years, the Mayfly once again exceeded all expectations and hatches of 
upright olives at the end of September were outstanding.  As we approached the end of the 

season, September offered some of the best fishing with clear waters, fair 
weather, and rising fish.   
 
Unfortunately the rain that fell through the season didn’t finish at the end of the season, but continued 
through to the end of the year, including Christmas and the New Year period.  Looking at the whole of 2012 
the Met Office revealed that we had the driest spring on record, but also the wettest year on record for 
England, and with the early 2013 rainfall the river has already achieved a seasonal high, and both the River 
Kennet and Dun topped their banks in several places.  

 
As we approach the start of a new season, it’s remarkable to think that in the space of about 10 days we have gone from 
freezing weather conditions including easterly winds to what appears to be the real start of Spring (fingers crossed), now we 
can hear the sounds of Grasshopper Warblers, Whitethroats, Blackcaps and Cuckoos, the fishery is being prepared, the 
fishing hut is ready to welcome you.   I wish you an enjoyable season. 

Tight Lines 
Peter Joseph, Hon. Fishery Manager  

River Quality 
The river flows were startling even right at the end of the season and the clarity of the R. Kennet has 
not been better for many years. On the other hand the R. Dun was disappointing at times. This we put 
down to one of its tributaries the Shalbourne Brook.  Unfortunately it colours up after heavy rain, and 
brings down a lot more silt than usual.  
 
The main reason for the discolouration is that the Shalbourne runs through an arable catchment 
farmed to the very edge.  We continue to monitor the situation as carefully as we possibly can all the 
year round.  We report these issues when they occur to the Environment Agency, and the good news 
is that the EA are currently working with farmers to create buffer strips to protect the River Shalbourne 
from diffuse pollution and reduce the problem. 
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From Blanket Weed to Ranunculus 
Rob has described the 2012 season as it being inverted. To his surprise, 
the blanket weed which normally makes fishing so difficult at the end of 
the year and spoils the look of the river at that time, started growing as 
early as March last year. This was probably on account of the unusually 
high temperatures in March coupled with the exceptionally low flows, the 
conditions that one normally expects at end of season.  Fortunately in 
some ways, the exceptionally high flows in April and May swept the 
blanket weed away, leaving the river in great condition.   
 

Conversely the Ranunculus started growing in Mid-June, which was very 
late and continued growing throughout the season, which bodes well for this year, and the evidence is that this 
has indeed been the case. It was wonderful to see the river looking better at the end of the season than it has for 
a considerable number of years; in particular the clarity of the water. As we approach the start of the 2013 
season, it is also so gratifying to see such wonderful regeneration of Ranunculus for the first time for many years 
in Lower Meadow as well as upstream of Eddington Bridge.  
 
Throughout the year the water temperatures were often as much as 5 degrees lower than usual due to greater 
discharge from aquifers, this in turn helps with the health of the river, which leads to a plentiful supply of shrimp 
and nymph, upon which the fish gorge.  Unfortunately this means that catching fish on a dry-fly during the high 
temperature days of July and August can sometimes be quite a challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There were several notable fish caught during the season, although none 
matched the 20lb Rainbow that Chapman Pincher wrote about recently. 
Apparently he caught it eight years ago, aged 90, in the neighbouring  
Littlecote water.   
 
On our water, amongst other large fish, two 8lb trout were caught in the 
Kennet this season and two 5lb trout were caught in quick succession  by 
the same Rod in the River Dun. In addition I was reliably informed that 
there was one very large trout which lurked near the Black Hut for much of 
last season, I understand it was never landed although it did break one 
unhappy rod.  The same Rod ended the season on a high as on 30th 
September he landed a 3½lb Grayling, which fought like a good’un.   As 
usual our Waterkeeper continues to put us all to shame, as he often likes 

to demonstrate his exceptional fishing skills, he will occasionally borrow my rod, and catch a trout with a single 
cast, I am not sure how I feel about it, admiration of his great skill, or pure jealousy !!.  In case you were 
wondering the photo above was of good looking fish identified and caught during this winter’s electro fishing 
which shows that there are plenty of good fish waiting for you this season.   The good news is that we have 
managed to control the pike, and found very little across the entire length of the fishery. 
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Rob’s big “Tales” 



Rob’s tales cont…. 
 

As for the photo on the right, you may be wondering what it is, well we are waiting to find out for 
sure, but it looks likely that Rob netted himself a 5lb Sea Trout, and where you may ask was it 
caught, well actually very close to our fishery, next door on the Avington Estate.  Rob took some 
scale samples before releasing it, and we are still awaiting a response, so we will keep you post-
ed.  I am sure it will continue to be a talking point for quite some time, please let us know if you 
catch anything unusual this season.    

I am sure that you are all in agreement with me, that it is good to see that Spring 
seems to have finally arrived, but just think about the impact of the recent inclem-
ent weather. We have all witnessed significant volumes of snow, sleet and rain 
which all fell over an intensive 6 week period, leading to widespread flooding, this 
made life challenging for our Waterkeeper, but it wasn’t all bad news.  Flood wa-
ters deliver a surge of water, silt and other forms of debris, and whilst initially 
there was severe discolouration of the water, as water levels returned to normal, 
we saw positive results including a cleansing of the chalk and gravel bed, and 
beautiful clear water.    
 

 
The bigger problem during these situations lies not in the river itself but rather the 
flooding of the banks, and the surrounding area including all the access and re-

turn paths. With the ground already saturated from heavy rain, any additional floodwater has nowhere to go, making the fishery 
inaccessible.    No use of a quad bike or any heavy equipment was possible during this period, making the transport of materi-
als very difficult, and any major repairs to banks had to wait until the ground became firmer.   Despite the conditions our Water-
keeper has done a sterling job, and we hope and anticipate that signs of these conditions will have disappeared by the start of 
the season.   

 
The Waterkeeper benefited from the assistance of some 3rd year degree students from Spar-
sholt College, who joined us for 4 weeks during March 2013 doing work experience.  When I 
recently met up with them, one very cold weekday morning they had great praise for our fishery, 

and the great work done by the Waterkeeper, I would therefore like to 
thank both Rick and Luke for their support, and wish them well with their 
future careers.  Some of the major projects undertaken by all of them in-
clude the rebuilding of two small bridges near the Wine Cellar, (and yes a 
lot of the wood had to be carried in), repairs to the weed rack, some bank 
repairs, as well as the laying of matting on paths in particularly boggy are-
as to try provide a better foundation for a more sturdy path during the season.  I would also like to thank 
all those who volunteer their time and effort in supporting Rob throughout the season, which I for one am 
truly thankful.  In particular I would like to extend my thanks to Dave Howard, who is tireless in his efforts 
on the fishery, and the support he gives to Rob Starr in and out of the fishing season. 

As part of a national exercise to check the health of the nations rivers, a short stretch of the River Dun on Freeman’s Marsh 
was surveyed by the Environment Agency in March, before any new fish stocks had been added for this season.  This was 
done by placing netting at each end of the stretch, electro fishing and capturing all the fish, identifying and measuring them all, 
before releasing them.  Whilst we do not have the official results of this survey, we do have some basic numbers, 87 Brown 
Trout, with the majority being Wild Brown, and 13 Grayling, plus many many smaller fish.  Overall in a 100m stretch of the Dun 
this seems incredible to me, and it appears that the numbers are increasing, which is likely to be due to protection of the habitat 
by the fencing.  So our goal to have the Marsh stretch of the Fishery as a Wild Brown Trout environment is progressing well 
 
Thank you if you fish these waters, for returning Wild Brown Trout to the river. 
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A Healthy River it seems…... 

Winter Floods on the Fishery 



 Gates on Lower Meadow - Please let me remind you that for those of you who 
struggle with stiles, keys are available for the gates from the Waterkeeper. 

 

 Due to the bad winter weather, we have had to postpone a project to repair the 
banks upstream of the Black Hut, please be careful as there are a number of 
holes. 

 The banks have been difficult to manage on the stretch from Lower Denford 
upstream through the Fish Farm.  Although a new bridge is in place, the banks are 
still in need of some TLC. 

 Please return Wild Brown Trout to the river whenever possible to support our conservation efforts. 
 Remember the Hungerford Fishery is private, please report any strange or suspicious looking activity or poaching 

incidents to the Waterkeeper as soon as possible after witnessing them. 

So we hope that you have a fantastic season in 2013, please let us know your feedback, I 
look forward to meeting you on the riverbank. 
             Peter Joseph 

Honorary Fishery Manager 

Pre-Season 2013 Fishery Newsletter          Page 4 

2013 Photo Gallery 

Town and Manor of 
Hungerford 
Clerk’s Office 
Town  Hall 
High Street 
Berkshire 
RG17 0NJ 
Tel: 01488 685081 

Non Fishery Enquiries for 
the Town and Manor 

Address 
Keepers House 
Bridge Street 
Hungerford 
Berkshire 
RG17 0EG 
Tel: 01488 685039 
robertstarr@btconnect.com 

Hungerford Fishery 

Key Contacts 
Honorary Fishery Manager 
Peter Joseph 
07500 331800 
 

Waterkeeper 
Robert Starr 
Tel: 01488 685039 
Mobile: 07747 866075 
 

Constable of the Town  
and Manor of Hungerford 
Contact via the Clerk’s Office 

Notes and Reminders 

 Bird Surveys have been completed through 2012, and the start of 2013, and they will continue over the coming 
months, a list of identified birds will be published and available in the Fishing Hut, please let us know if you spot 
anything new, we would love to know. 

 

 Keep a look out for Barn Owls nesting in the new boxes downstream of where Harvey’s Stream joins the main 
river, especially in the evenings. (I am reliably informed they are in there just now). 

 

 Similarly, look up on the far bank at the bottom end of the fishery as you cross the bridge downstream of the weed 
rack, there are Red Kites nesting. 

 Please complete all entries in the log book in CAPITALS to help our analysis. 

 

 Remember, if you are the Marsh, dogs should be on the lead during the bird season, between March and July. 

 

 And Finally - Don’t forget to get your Environment Agency Fishing License if you don’t already have one. 


