
Welcome back to our fishery for the 2012 season and a big welcome to our new members, we look 
forward to meeting you all at some point during the season.   This has seemed like an usually long 
winter. I am sure that I have not been alone in scrutinising the weather forecasts daily in the hope of 
hearing that we were set for a prolonged period of rain.   However, perversely, all we heard were the 
gloomy predictions of a summer of drought, hosepipe bans and the like, all of which seem to be likely to 

be fulfilled.  
 

Saying that, I believe that we are in a much better situation than many fisheries, with a lot of diversity, with both the R. 
Kennet upstream and downstream of Edington Bridge, the Draughts, and Lower Meadow along with the Dun running 
through Freeman’s Marsh and the Lower Dun section, I am confident that there will be some good options for fishing 
throughout the season.  In addition one should always try to look for a silver lining in any situation and the best that I can 
come up with, from a parochial point of view, is that the severity of the situation will make Thames Water revisit the 
proposal to build a pipeline around Swindon and return our water that they abstract from the R. Kennet back to us rather 

than into the R.Thames, as at present.   
 

In the last Newsletter we encouraged you to join ARK (Action for the River Kennet) this excellent body, 
has been very successful in putting the R Kennet forward as one of the most endangered rivers, which may 
or not be the case, but our profile is certainly amongst the highest, thanks to their sterling efforts.  We can 

only hope that they are met with success and urge you to support them by becoming a member. You will find more details 

of their work and membership details on their website: www.riverkennet.org  
 
The season of low flows that we face, will present us with different challenges which we discuss later, but suffice it to say 
we have now had 2 very dry winters in a row, and its very unusual to have 3, in fact you need to go back to the 1750’s and 
60’s when it occurred twice according to records at Kew Gardens.  I would, however, remind you that it was only 11 
years ago that the Wine Cellar bridge was under water at Easter and since then there have been several years when water 

levels have been unusually high. We must all hope that this period of low rainfall is not prolonged!    
 

I wish you tight lines for the coming season. 
Peter Joseph, Hon. Fishery Manager  

2012, a challenging but exciting year ahead 
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Prospects for the new season 

Clearly we face a season of low flows, which will produce extraordinary challenges for Rob and 
different conditions to those of recent years. At this stage we do not anticipate the hatch to be 

affected particularly adversely and the normal levels of sedges, BWO’s and Mayfly can be expected.  
 
We are indeed blessed in our fishery to have access to both the R. Kennet and R. Dun, both Lower 
Meadow and the Freeman’s Marsh beat of R. Dun will also provide some opportunities to catch 
fish. If you have always remained fairly constant with the beats you have fished, this year may be a 
chance to try some new ones.  If you are not sure of the access points to certain areas of the fish-

ery, do please ask Rob, as you know, he is all too willing to help. 
 
The fish will clearly have fewer spots to hide throughout the fishery this year and therefore are 
likely to be spooked far more easily, which will certainly prove challenging. However the reduced 
water depth will mean that some places where in recent years the river was too deep to be able to 
spot fish, will now become very interesting. Over the last few years, we have enjoyed a spectacular 

growth of Ranunculus, which we are unlikely to have this year.  



This seasons’ conditions mean that you should consider your approach to 
fishing slightly differently, and these points may help improve your chances of 

success and offer respect to other fishermen: 

1. With a low flow and limited weed growth, fish can be easily spooked, approach low 
and always consider your profile against the sky, remember that the banks may be 

higher than usual, so the skyline is important.   

2. Always remember that with shallow water, you should always have a lighter tippet 

and fly.    

3. If you struggle at the best of times with bending to net your fish, it could be even harder this season, try 

a long handled net, which of course could be used as a walking stick as well.  

4. As we say in our rules its no more than 2 fish to be caught per beat, but consider in these conditions 

that if multiple fish are gathered in one pool, maybe move on after taking one.  

5. Keep your distance and noise down especially when approaching a fellow fishermen who is waiting or 

casting, and remember please use the return paths when heading downstream on the main river. 

6. Patience is an even bigger virtue in these conditions, but as seasoned fishermen we already understand 

the need for patience.   

Top 6 Tips and Etiquette for low flow conditions by Rob Starr 
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Winter Work 

As usual Rob has been very busy this winter with all the general up keep of the 
banks, bridges and paths and he has had his work cut out to complete the nor-
mal endless list of  largely unnoticed maintenance tasks. You are sure to notice 
that several bridges have been totally rebuilt and others re-decked including the 
Wine Cellar Bridge in the finest oak, which, somewhat surprisingly, was 
sourced more cheaply from France than was possible from British timber mer-
chants. You will also find that the old wooden platforms reaching out into the 
Draughts have been replaced with lower gravel paths, which should prove help-

ful as you will no longer be silhouetted high above the water.  
 
We had to call for the services of a tree surgeon at one stage in the winter due 

to a number of dangerous branches. We took advantage of their visit to lop rather more branches 
than usual and so you may find that there are slightly fewer low hanging riverside opportunities in 

which to lose a fly than last year. 

Changes -  Be Wary 

 

The bank has been cleared on the East 
bank of the Kennet at the Weir Pool by 
Edington Mill.  This is good news for 
those of you looking to fish there as 
there is more backcast room, but please 
be very careful as there may be family 
and friends from the Mill in residence 
and that may include children.   Please 

be careful when casting. 

During the close season, we have re-
placed the existing wooden platforms 
on the draughts with new ground 
reaching out onto the river.  The new 
platforms are a little wider, meaning 
that there is less chance of slipping,  
will provide quieter access, and an eas-
ier fishing experience, your comments 

on these would be most welcome. 



Returns Book 2012 
 

We are very keen to improve the statistics that we collate from the returns that you 
make in the book by the car park. To this end, you will notice that we have altered the 
format of the sheets in the book very slightly in an attempt to clarify which fish were 
caught by guests and which by rods and commoners.   More significantly, however, we 
are now asking you to record your every visit to the river whether successful or not. It 
is only in this way that we can keep an accurate check as to how often the river is 

fished, which we believe to be very important. 
 

We recognise that it will not always be convenient to return to the car park after fishing to fill in the returns 
book, and one’s memory is no longer always infallible! So, should you not complete the book when you leave, can 
we please ask you to send Rob an email (robertstarr@btinternet.com) or a post card with the details of your 

visit.  In this way our records should be more complete than last year. 
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Some eighteen months ago, the Trustees of the Town and Manor gave permission to the 
Berkshire Downs Ringing Group to start recording and ringing birds found by the river and 
on Harvey’s Meadow, which as you probably know is the field that you now cross to get to 

the Wine Cellar bridge.  
 
The group of 12 ringers are licensed to ring birds and approach nests for the purposes of 
monitoring bird populations and nests recording by the British Trust for Ornithology, who, 
incidentally, have an interesting website www.bto.org.  So far they have seen 84 different 
species and ringed 540 birds of 30 species. They are captured by the careful use of mist 

nets which are over 60 feet in length. The disentangling of the delicate 
little creatures is a skilled task and yet even while they are being in-
spected, weighed and measured they remain totally calm in the ringer’s 
hand and when the time comes for them to be released they fly from the open palm appar-

ently without a care in the world. 
 
It’s a fascinating sight watching the process and even more interesting to see the wonderful 
markings of a kingfisher at such close quarters in the hand of the ringer. The term LBJ (little 
brown job) is a complete misnomer under these conditions.  We thought that you might be 
interested to see a list of all the birds that they have seen so far (see below). Some of these 
birds are of course migratory and will not be around during the fishing season. If you have a 

sighting of an unlisted species do please let Rob know and he will pass the information on. 

Bittern* 
Black-headed Gull 
Blackbird 
Blackcap 
Blue Tit 
Bullfinch 
Buzzard 
Canada Goose 
Carrion Crow 
Cetti's Warbler 
Chaffinch 
Chiffchaff 
Coal Tit 
Collared Dove 
Common Tern 
Coot 
Cormorant 
Cuckoo 
Dunnock 
Feral Pigeon 
Fieldfare Winter 
Gadwall 

Garden Warbler 
Goldcrest 
Goldfinch 
Grasshopper Warbler 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Great Tit 
Green Sandpiper* 
Green Woodpecker 
Greenfinch 
Grey Heron 
Grey Partridge 
Grey Wagtail 
Greylag Goose 
Hobby 
House Martin 
House Sparrow 
Jackdaw 
Jay 
Kestrel 
Kingfisher 
Lapwing 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Little Egret 
Little Grebe 
Long-tailed Tit 
Magpie 
Mallard 
Marsh Tit 
Mistle Thrush 
Moorhen 
Mute Swan 
Nuthatch 
Pheasant 
Pied Wagtail 
Red Kite 
Red-legged Partridge 
Redwing Winter 
Reed Bunting 
Reed Warbler 
Redshank 
Robin 
Rook 
Sedge Warbler 
Shelduck 

Siskin 
Snipe* 
Song Thrush 
Sparrowhawk 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Starling 
Swallow 
Swift 
Tawny Owl 
Teal 
Treecreeper 
Tufted Duck 
Waxwing* 
Whitethroat 
Willow Tit 
Willow Warbler 
Woodcock 
Woodpigeon 
Wren 

Birds marked * are unlikely to be seen during the fishing season 



I start this article with a warning to all fishermen on responsible Fly Fishing, always consider returning your 
catches, especially wild Brown Trout, the stocks of which will come under more pressure than usual this 
season.   I am sure that occasionally you get asked why on earth you bring more trout home when the 

freezer is already bulging.  

 
For those that do enjoy eating Trout, we felt that you might be interested in a rather good present for 
yourself.  It’s a small book written by Patricia Ann Hayes (and rather amusingly illustrated by Roger 

McPhail) entitled The Trout Cook: 100 ways with Trout.   
 

As the title suggest it does indeed contain 100 ways to deal 
with both fresh and smoked trout but also how to smoke 
(hot and cold) fish as well as how to build your own 

smoker. It is recommended reading.  
 
Whilst on the subject of smoked trout, if like most of us 
you can’t cold smoke your own fish, we recommend Mike 
Goodfield (01672 520025), a retired gamekeeper, who lives 
between Froxfield and Ramsbury, where he will smoke fish 
(trout and salmon). Also, in season, he normally has 
smoked venison, smoked pheasant and partridge for sale. He is an interesting 
chap who is quite happy to experiment by smoking literally anything you take 

him.  

So we hope that you have a fantastic season in 2012, that the predicted conditions are 
not realised, and you enjoy the many positive changes introduced during the pre-

season.                                                           Peter Joseph 
Honorary Fishery Manager 

The Cooking and Smoking of Trout 
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2012 Photo Gallery 

Following our end of season Fishery Supper last year, with our wonderful guest 
speaker, Martin Salter, special advisor to the Angling Trust, I wanted to give you 
ample opportunity to hold the date for this year’s event.  This year we have de-
cided to hold it earlier than in previous years so that it occurs within the fishing 

season, and enables you to stay with us, having spent some time on the river.   
 

So this year’s event will take place on Friday 28th September, at 

7.30pm in the Town Hall, Hungerford. 
 
Please remember that we have already organised a good package rate 
for accommodation at the Bear Hotel, and there are wonderful oppor-
tunities for your partners to experience the delights of Hungerford 
during the day, enabling us all to meet up for an evenings entertain-
ment, including fine food, fine wine and great conversation with repre-

sentatives of the Town and Manor, Guests and fellow Fishermen.   

Town and Manor of 
Hungerford 
Clerk’s Office 
Town  Hall 
High Street 
Berkshire 
RG17 0NJ 
Tel: 01488 685081 

Non Fishery Enquiries for 

the Town and Manor 

Address 
Keepers House 
Bridge Street 
Hungerford 
Berkshire 
RG17 0EG 
Tel: 01488 685039 
robertstarr@btconnect.com 

Hungerford Fishery 

Key Contacts 
Honorary Fishery Manager 
Peter Joseph 
07500 331800 
 

Water Keeper 
Robert Starr 
Tel: 01488 685039 
Mobile: 07747 866075 
 

Constable of the Town  
and Manor of Hungerford 
Contact via the Clerk’s Office 

FISHERY SUPPER 2012 

HOLD THE DATE 
Friday 28th September 


